5 Day Devotional

Day 1: The Foundation of Everything

Devotional

Have you ever wondered what makes Christianity different from every other religion? It all comes
down to one pivotal moment in history: the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This isn't just another
inspiring story or moral teaching - it's the foundation upon which our entire faith stands or falls.

Paul understood this when he wrote to the Corinthians about the absolute necessity of the
resurrection. Without it, our faith becomes meaningless, our sins remain unforgiven, and we become
people to be pitied rather than envied. But here's the beautiful truth: Jesus did rise from the dead, and
that changes everything.

The resurrection isn't just a nice addition to the Christian story - it's the very heart of it. When Jesus
conquered death, He proved that every word He spoke was true. His claims about being the Son of
God, His promises about eternal life, His teachings about love and forgiveness - all of it was validated
in that moment when He walked out of the tomb.

Today, you can have confidence that your faith isn't built on wishful thinking or ancient myths. It's
grounded in the most significant event in human history. The same power that raised Jesus from the
dead is available to transform your life today.

Bible Verse

'Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no
resurrection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And if
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false
witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up,
if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be not
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are
perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.' - 1 Corinthians
15:12-19 (King James Version)

Reflection Question

What areas of your life would change if you truly believed that the resurrection proves everything
Jesus said is absolutely true?
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Quote

Christianity rises or falls on the resurrection of Jesus. This is where Christianity starts.

Prayer

Lord, help me to grasp the magnitude of the resurrection and what it means for my daily life. Give me
confidence that my faith is built on the solid foundation of Your victory over death.
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Day 2: The Honesty of Embarrassment

Devotional

If you were creating a fictional story to start a religious movement, would you include embarrassing
details about your hero? Would you mention that His own family thought He was crazy, or that some
followers still doubted even after seeing Him alive? Of course not - unless it actually happened.

The Gospel writers included numerous details that would have been counterproductive to their cause
if they were simply making up a story. They recorded Jesus' humiliating death, His moments of
apparent weakness, and even the disciples' failures and fears. These aren't the kinds of details you
invent when trying to convince people to follow your leader.

This honesty gives us tremendous confidence in the reliability of the Gospel accounts. The writers
weren't trying to create a sanitized, perfect story. They were committed to telling the truth, even when
it was uncomfortable or didn't paint their movement in the best light.

The same Jesus who experienced these very human moments is the one who conquered death and
offers you hope today. He understands your struggles, your doubts, and your fears because He
experienced them too. Yet He emerged victorious, and that victory is available to you as well.

When you face moments of doubt or embarrassment in your own faith journey, remember that even
Jesus' closest followers struggled with these same feelings. What matters isn't perfection - it's truth.

Bible Verse

'‘And when his friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself.'
- Mark 3:21 (King James Version)

Reflection Question

How does knowing that the Gospel writers included embarrassing details about Jesus and His
followers strengthen your confidence in their truthfulness?

Quote

Embarrassing things about your leader are not the selling points. If you are looking to start a
movement, why include them? Because it's true. It is all true.

Prayer
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Father, thank You for the honest accounts of Jesus' life that show both His humanity and His divinity.
Help me to trust in the truth of Your Word, even when it challenges me.
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Day 3: Unlikely Witnesses

Devotional

In first-century Jewish culture, a woman's testimony wasn't considered valid in legal proceedings. So
if you were fabricating a story about Jesus rising from the dead, the last thing you'd do is claim that
women were the first witnesses. Yet that's exactly what the Gospel writers recorded.

Mary Magdalene and the other women were the first to discover the empty tomb and the first to see
the risen Jesus. If the Gospel writers were making up this story, they would have said the male
disciples found the tomb first. The fact that they didn't reveals their commitment to recording what
actually happened, regardless of cultural expectations.

This detail might seem small, but it speaks volumes about the integrity of the Gospel accounts. The
writers weren't concerned with making their story more believable to their culture - they were
concerned with telling the truth.

God often chooses the unexpected to accomplish His purposes. He chose women to be the first
witnesses of the most important event in human history. He chooses ordinary people like you and me
to carry His message of hope to the world.

Your testimony matters, regardless of how the world might view your status or credentials. Just as
those women faithfully reported what they had seen, you have the privilege of sharing the
life-changing truth of Jesus' resurrection with others.

Bible Verse

'‘Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out
of whom he had cast seven devils.' - Mark 16:9 (King James Version)

Reflection Question

What does it mean to you that God chose women - whose testimony wasn't legally recognized - to be
the first witnesses of the resurrection?

Quote

If you wanted people to believe your story about Jesus being raised from the dead, you would say
that the male disciples saw him first. The only reason to write that the women were the first to see
the empty tomb and to see Jesus alive is because it's true.
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Prayer

Lord, thank You for using unexpected people to accomplish Your purposes. Help me to be faithful in
sharing Your truth, regardless of how others might perceive me.
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Day 4: The Power of Transformation

Devotional

Picture this: eleven men who just hours before were hiding behind locked doors, terrified for their
lives, suddenly become bold proclaimers willing to die for their message. What could possibly cause
such a dramatic transformation? They saw Jesus alive.

The disciples went from cowards to courageous witnesses not because of a good pep talk or
renewed determination, but because they encountered the risen Christ. They touched Him, ate with
Him, and spoke with Him. This wasn't a hallucination or wishful thinking - it was reality that changed
everything about how they lived.

These men knew the truth about whether Jesus had returned from the dead, and knowing that truth,
they were willing to die for it. People might die for what they believe to be true, but they won't die for
what they know to be false. The disciples' willingness to suffer and die for their testimony provides
powerful evidence for the resurrection.

The same Jesus who transformed those frightened disciples is alive today and ready to transform
your life. Whatever fears, doubts, or weaknesses you're facing, His resurrection power is available to
you. You don't have to remain stuck in patterns of defeat or discouragement.

When you truly encounter the risen Christ, it changes everything about how you see yourself, your
circumstances, and your future.

Bible Verse

'Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which | preached unto you, which also ye have
received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For | delivered unto you first of all that which | also received,
how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose
again the third day according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:
After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto
this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.
And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time." - 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 (King
James Version)

Reflection Question

What transformation do you need in your life that only the power of the risen Christ can accomplish?
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Quote

11 men who hours earlier were cowards, hiding and afraid of death saw something that turned them
into radical and bold witnesses willing to die for what they saw. And that thing that they saw was
Jesus alive.

Prayer

Jesus, just as You transformed the disciples from fearful to fearless, transform my heart and life.
Give me the courage to live boldly for You.
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Day 5: Hope Beyond the Grave

Devotional

The resurrection of Jesus offers you something that no other event in history can provide: hope that
extends beyond this life. When Jesus conquered death, He proved that the grave doesn't have the
final word in your story.

Every day, we're reminded of our mortality. Our bodies age, our strength diminishes, and we face the
reality that this earthly life is temporary. But because Jesus rose from the dead, you can live with
confidence that death is not the end - it's a doorway to eternal life with Him.

This hope isn't just wishful thinking or a comforting fairy tale. It's grounded in the historical reality of
Jesus' resurrection. The same power that raised Him from the dead guarantees your future
resurrection if you've placed your faith in Him.

This eternal perspective changes how you approach every challenge, every loss, and every
disappointment. While these experiences are real and often painful, they're not permanent. You have
a hope that transcends your current circumstances and extends into eternity.

Today, you can walk with confidence knowing that the God who created everything walks with you
through every experience. And when this life ends, you'll be face to face with Jesus for all of eternity.
That's the hope the resurrection provides - not just for this life, but for the life to come.

Bible Verse

'‘And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.' - Matthew 28:17 (King James
Version)

Reflection Question

How does the hope of eternal life through Jesus' resurrection change the way you view your current
struggles and challenges?

Quote

The hope that we have. It's not just a hope that stays in the world in which we live. It's a hope that
when these bodies fail us, when we take our last breath, we are face to face with Jesus for all of
eternity.

Prayer
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Father, thank You for the hope that extends beyond this life. Help me to live each day with the
confidence that comes from knowing death has been defeated through Jesus.
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