
5 Day Devotional

Day 1: The Baby Who Would Change Everything

Devotional
Christmas is more than twinkling lights and wrapped presents. It's the celebration of a moment that would
forever alter human history. A baby born in Bethlehem would grow up to make claims so extraordinary
that they would either mark him as the greatest deceiver who ever lived or as God himself walking among
us.

Think about the babies you know. They're precious, vulnerable, completely dependent on others for
survival. Yet this particular baby would one day stand before crowds and make statements that would
shake the foundations of religious and political establishments. He wouldn't just teach nice moral lessons
or offer helpful life advice. He would claim divine authority over the very fabric of reality.

What makes Jesus different from other historical figures who made grandiose claims is that he backed up
his words with miraculous evidence. When challenged, he didn't retreat or make excuses. Instead, he
demonstrated his power in ways that left even his critics speechless.

As we enter this Christmas season, we're not just remembering a sweet nativity story. We're celebrating the
arrival of someone who would fundamentally challenge everything we think we know about God,
forgiveness, purpose, and eternity. The question isn't whether Jesus was a good teacher or moral example –
it's whether his claims about himself are actually true.

This Christmas, as you see nativity scenes and hear familiar carols, remember that you're not just
celebrating a historical event. You're encountering claims that demand a response from every person who
has ever lived.

Bible Verse
'When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." The Pharisees and the teachers of the
law began thinking to themselves, "Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but
God alone?" But Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, "Why are you thinking these things in
your hearts? Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'?"' - Luke 5:20-24

Reflection Question
If Jesus really is who he claimed to be, how should that change the way you approach this Christmas
season differently than just another holiday?

Quote
The reality is this, is that as we look at the birth of Jesus, this baby who would someday grow up to be the
Savior, during his life made some pretty astounding claims.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, as I celebrate your birth this Christmas, help me to truly understand the magnitude of who you
are and what your coming means. Open my heart to see beyond the familiar traditions to the life-changing
reality of your claims. Amen.

Day 2: I AM - The Name Above All Names

Devotional



Have you ever been in a conversation where someone made such an outrageous claim that it stopped you
in your tracks? That's exactly what happened when Jesus spoke to the religious leaders of his day. When
they questioned his authority, Jesus didn't just claim to know God or speak for God – he claimed to BE
God.

Using the sacred name that God revealed to Moses at the burning bush, Jesus declared, "Before Abraham
was born, I am!" This wasn't a grammatical mistake or a slip of the tongue. He was deliberately using the
most holy name of God, the name so sacred that religious leaders wouldn't even speak it aloud.

The reaction was immediate and violent. They picked up stones to kill him for what they considered the
ultimate blasphemy. But here's what's remarkable: if Jesus was just a good moral teacher, why would he
make such a claim? Good teachers don't usually claim to be divine beings who existed before Abraham.

This claim changes everything about how we understand Jesus. He's not just showing us the way to God –
he's claiming to be God himself, walking among us in human form. When we look at the baby in the
manger, we're not just seeing a special human being. We're seeing God choosing to become vulnerable, to
enter our world in the most humble way possible.

The implications are staggering. If Jesus is truly God, then his words carry ultimate authority. His promises
are absolutely reliable. His love for us is divine love. His sacrifice on the cross isn't just a good example –
it's God himself paying the price for our sins.

Bible Verse
'"Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad." "You are not yet
fifty years old," they said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!" "Very truly I tell you," Jesus answered,
"before Abraham was born, I am!"' - John 8:56-58

Reflection Question
What difference does it make in your daily life to know that Jesus isn't just a great teacher, but God himself
who chose to become human for you?

Quote
What Jesus is claiming here is, I am fully God. If you have seen the Father. If you have seen me, you have
seen the Father, right?

Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank you for revealing yourself to us through Jesus. Help me to grasp the incredible
truth that you didn't stay distant from us, but came near in the person of your Son. May this reality
transform how I live each day. Amen.

Day 3: Authority Over All Things

Devotional



Power struggles happen everywhere – in families, workplaces, governments, and even spiritual realms. But
Jesus made a claim that puts all earthly authority into perspective: he declared that he has complete
authority over everything in the universe, including the spiritual forces of darkness.

When his disciples returned from a ministry trip, excited about their success in casting out demons, Jesus
revealed something profound. He told them that he had seen Satan fall like lightning from heaven, and that
their authority came directly from him. This wasn't just a pep talk or motivational speech – it was a
declaration of cosmic supremacy.

Think about what this means for your daily struggles. The anxieties that keep you awake at night, the
temptations that seem overwhelming, the spiritual battles you face – Jesus claims authority over all of it.
The forces of darkness that seem so powerful and intimidating are subject to the one who was born in
Bethlehem.

This doesn't mean life becomes easy when we follow Jesus, but it does mean we're not fighting alone or
without hope. When we feel overwhelmed by circumstances beyond our control, we can remember that
Jesus has ultimate authority over every situation we face.

The baby in the manger would grow up to demonstrate this authority through his life, death, and
resurrection. Every miracle he performed, every demon he cast out, every storm he calmed was a
demonstration of the power that was his from the very beginning. And he offers to share that authority with
those who follow him.

Bible Verse
'The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name." He
replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven."' - Luke 10:17-18

Reflection Question
In what areas of your life do you need to remember and rely on Jesus' ultimate authority rather than trying
to handle things in your own strength?

Quote
What he's claiming is I have total authority over everything in this universe, including the demons that you
go out and deal with.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank you that you have authority over every force that would try to harm or discourage me.
Help me to trust in your power when I feel overwhelmed, and to remember that you are greater than any
challenge I face. Amen.

Day 4: The Only Way Home

Devotional



In our culture, claiming to be the only way to anything sounds arrogant and exclusive. We're taught that all
paths lead to the same destination, that sincerity matters more than truth. But Jesus made perhaps his most
controversial claim when he declared himself to be the exclusive path to God.

"I am the way and the truth and the life," he said. "No one comes to the Father except through me." This
wasn't a suggestion or one option among many – it was an absolute statement that cuts against everything
our pluralistic world wants to believe.

But here's what makes this claim both challenging and beautiful: while Christianity is exclusive in its truth
claims, it's completely inclusive in its invitation. Everyone – regardless of background, past mistakes, or
current circumstances – is invited to come to God through Jesus. The door is narrow, but it's wide open to
all who choose to walk through it.

This exclusivity isn't about God being mean or narrow-minded. It's about the reality that sin creates a
barrier between us and a holy God, and only Jesus' perfect sacrifice can remove that barrier. Just as there's
only one cure for a specific disease, there's only one solution to the problem of human sin and separation
from God.

The baby born in Bethlehem would grow up to become the bridge between heaven and earth, the way for
every person to find their way home to God. This Christmas, we celebrate not just his birth, but the fact
that he opened the way for us to have a relationship with our Creator.

Bible Verse
'Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus
answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me."' - John
14:5-6

Reflection Question
How does understanding that Jesus is the only way to God change your perspective on sharing your faith
with others who may believe differently?

Quote
For actual salvation, to actually have eternal life and to have a relationship with God, it is only through
Jesus. I am, he says, myself and no other. No one else. No other path, no other way, no other route.

Prayer
Jesus, thank you for being the way to the Father when I had no way to reach him on my own. Help me to
share this good news with others, not out of judgment, but out of love and gratitude for what you've done
for all of us. Amen.

Day 5: The Promise That Changes Everything

Devotional



The ultimate test of any claim is whether it can be proven true. Jesus made many extraordinary statements
about himself, but he offered one final proof that would validate everything else he said: he promised to
rise from the dead.

This wasn't a vague prediction about spiritual immortality or living on in people's memories. Jesus
specifically told his disciples that he would suffer, be rejected, die, and then rise again on the third day. He
staked everything on this promise – his credibility, his claims to divinity, and the hope of everyone who
would follow him.

The resurrection isn't just another miracle in the Jesus story – it's the cornerstone that holds everything else
together. If Jesus didn't rise from the dead, then his claims about forgiveness, eternal life, and being the
way to God are meaningless. But if he did rise from the dead, then everything changes.

This Christmas, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we're also celebrating the beginning of a life that would
end in the ultimate victory over death itself. The baby in the manger was born to die and rise again,
offering hope to everyone who feels trapped by guilt, fear, or the inevitability of death.

Because Jesus rose from the dead, we can trust his other promises. When he offers forgiveness, we know
it's real. When he promises eternal life, we know it's possible. When he says he's preparing a place for us,
we know he has the power to deliver on that promise.

The claims this baby would make aren't just nice ideas or inspiring thoughts – they're backed by the most
powerful evidence imaginable: an empty tomb and a risen Savior.

Bible Verse
'Then he said to them all: "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross
daily and follow me."' - Luke 9:21-22

Reflection Question
How does the reality of Jesus' resurrection give you confidence to trust him with the uncertainties and fears
you're facing in your life right now?

Quote
This is why I have come, so that I can suffer many things, so that I can be rejected by the scribes, the
Pharisees, the elders, so that they will beat me, they will nail me to a cross, I will die, and then I will be
raised again to life. This is why I have come, and all of it for you.

Prayer
Risen Lord, thank you for proving your power over death and validating all your promises through your
resurrection. Help me to live with the confidence that comes from knowing you have conquered every
enemy I will ever face, including death itself. Amen.


